Effective June 18, 2015

The Common Sense Firearms Licensing Act receives Royal Assent
June 18, 2015 Ottawa, Ontario Public Salety Canada

The Act amends the Criminal Code and the Firearms Act and advances the Harper Government's
goal of improving the safety of our communities while ensuring safe and sensible firearms policies
and cutting red tape for law-abiding firearms owners.

Quick Facts

« Effective immediately. these changes to the Firearms Act and the Criminal Code do the
following:

o Make classroom participation in firearms safety courses mandatory for first-time
licence applicants;

o Provide for the discretionary authority of Chief Firearms Officers (CFOs) to be subject
to the regulations;

o Strengthen the Criminal Code provisions relating to orders prohibiting the possession
of firearms where a person is convicted of an offence involving domestic violence: and

o Provide the Governor in Council with the authority to prescribe firearms to be non-
restricted or restricted (such preseribing would be informed by independent expert
advice).

» Within the next several months, upon a date fixed by an order in council, the following
changes will come into effect:

o Creation of a six-month grace period at the end of the five-year licence period to stop
people from immediately becoming criminalized for paperwork delays around license
renewals;

o Elimination of the Possession Only Licence (POL) and conversion of all existing
POLSs to Possession and Acquisition Licences (PALs):

o Authorizations to Transport become a condition of a licence for certain routine and
lawtul activities such as target shooting; taking a firearm home after a transfer: going
Lo a gunsmith, gun show, a Canadian port of exit; or a peace officer or a Chief
Firearms Officer (CFO) for verification. registration or disposal: and

o Sharing of [ircarms import information when restricted and prohibited firearms are
imported into Canada by businesses.
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June 22, 2015
Memorandum to FSESO Members

Re: Important Members Updates
1. BillC-42
2. New CFSC Manuals and Exams
3. New Instructor Badges

There have been several recent changes within the Canadian Firearms Program that will have
impacts on the delivery and presentations of the courses.

Bill C-42- The Common Sense Firearms Licensing Act:
This Bill received Royal Assent on June 18, 2015 and 4 number of changes have resulted with its
passage,

I have attached a brief letter with some of those changes that take effect immediately and some
that will be phased in over the nex( several months. Also attached is a Q & A information sheet
that may help answer some of your questions.

You will note that after June 18, 2015 all first time licence applicants must take the CFSC and
cxam in order o obtain their PAL. Challenges can no longer be conducted afier June 18, 2015,
The FSESO only received notice of this change on Friday morning June 19, 2015 and
immediately posted the information on the FSESO web site as well as sending email notification
to those members with email.

Please ensure you do not arrange for any future challenges with students and for any students
who may have challenged the exams afier June 18, 2015 they will have to be contacted and
advised that they will be required to contact an instructor again and take the course and exam in
order to obtain their PAL. The results of the challenge test they may have completed afier June
18" will not be accepted.

Additional information on other changes will be sent out as we receive it.



New CFSC Manuals and Exams:

The new CFSC/CRFSC student manuals, Instructor Guide, examinations, marking templates and
the mandatory PowerPoint presentation have been delivered to our office. The RCMP have
advised that the new courses will be implemented effective September 18, 2015 across Canada.

All the above material is on a CD. Currently the FSESO Board of Directors and FSESO Chief
Instructor are reviewing the material and decision will be made on how best to go over this new
program with the members, if and when workshops maybe held, how much will be charged for
the manuals and policy on the use of the mandatory PowerPoint presentation. The Board of
Dhrectors will be meeting in early July 2015 to develop an implementation plan for the rollout of
this program and share the information with the members at that time.

New Instructor Badges:

The RCMP have provided us with new “Instructor Badges”. Many instructors still wear the old
badges which have the stand alone “Aiming for Safety” logo on them. The RCMP were informed
by the Ministry of Justice-Canada that they cannot use this logo in the Canadian Firearms
Program.

Note: The Ministry of Justice did authourize the FSESO to use the Aiming for Safety logo within
the FSESO logo.

The RCMP have supplied new instructor badges that are to immediately replace any of the old
badges that might still be worn by FSESO instructors.

We have included one in this package and ask that you remove any old instructor badges from
clothing you wear and have it replaced with this new badge.

Thank you

(e

Dave Wall
Executive Manager
FSESO



Bill C-42: Frequently Asked Questions for Employees

Q1: What is happening regarding the Common Sense Firearms Licensing Act?

A1: On June 18, 2015, the Common Sense Firearms Licensing Act received Royal
Assent. It amends the Criminal Code and the Firearms Act to:

1. Provide a six-month grace period at the end of the five-year licence period;

2. Streamline the licensing system by eliminating the Possession Only Licence
(POL) and converting all existing POLs to Possession and Acquisition Licences
(PALs);

3. Make Authorizations to Transport (ATTs) a condition of a licence for certain
routine and lawful activities;

4. Authorize firearms import information sharing when restricted and prohibited
firearms are imported into Canada by businesses:

S. Make classroom participation in firearms safety training mandatory for first-time
licence applicants;

6. Allow the Government to have the final say on classification decisions, following
the receipt of independent expert advice; -

7. Amend the Criminal Code to strengthen the provisions relating to orders
prohibiting the possession of firearms where a person is convicted of an offence
involving domestic violence; and

8. Provide for the discretionary authority of Chief Firearms Officers (CFOs) to be
subject to limit by regulation.

The Canadian Firearms Program (CFP) must make modifications to its systems and
processes in order to support the changes outlined in #s 1, 2, 3, 4 (above). Once the
modifications have been completed, #s 1-4 will be implemented. The implementation
dates for #s 1-4 will be communicated directly to CFP employees. The implementation
dates for #s 1-4 will be communicated to clients and partners through various channels,
including the RCMP CFP website.

Note that #s 5, 6, 7 and 8 (above) came into force on June 18, 2015, when the Common
Sense Firearms Licensing Act received Royal Assent.

Q2: Why are some elements of C-42 delayed?

A2: Coming into force items 1, 2, 3 and 4 require the CFP to make significant system
and business process changes before they can be implemented.



Q9: If an individual submitted a POL application before POL to PAL cunverstun
came into force, will their application be processed?

Q89: Yes. Applications for a new POL or a POL renewal that were submitted before POL
to PAL conversion came into force will be processed.

Q10: Why do | have to pay $80 for a PAL with restricted privileges when | only
paid $60 for my POL?

A10: Firearms licensing fees did not change; however, legislative changes converted all
existing POLs to PALs. The fee payable by an individual for the issuance or renewal of
a PAL is $60 for non-restricted firearms only, and $80 for any combination of non-
restricted, restricted and prohibited firearms.

Q11: if an individual has a PAL and wants to upgrade to a Restricted Possession
and Acquisition Licence (RPAL), can they challenge the Canadian Restricted
Firearms Safety Course (CRFSC) since they are not first-time licence applicants?

A11: No. Challenges are no longer accepted. Individuals who wish to add restricted
privileges to their PAL must take the CRFSC and pass the tests.

Q12: Recently, based on CFP instructions, individuals paid for the Canadian
Firearms Safety Course (CFSC) to upgrade their POL to a PAL. Since all existing
POLs have now been converted to PALs, will individuals receive a refund for the
course they took?

A12: No. The legislative changes did not include compensation for those clients who
previously upgraded from a POL to a PAL and paid for the CFSC.

Q13: When will new PALs expire?

A13: Existing POLs are still valid and will be treated as PALs for the classes of firearms
an individual is licensed to possess. Existing licence expiration dates will not be affected
and individuals will receive a new PAL card upon the renewal of their licence.
Individuals may, however, request to be issued a new PAL card prior to their licence
renewal.

Q14: If an individual does not want to acquire firearms, can they still attain a
POL?

A14: No. The POL is no longer available.
Q15: What is the six-month extension (grace) period?

A15: The licence for individuals will still maintain an “expiry date” (five-year period). A
six-month “grace period” will be introduced after the expiry of the licence, which will
allow individuals to submit a licence renewal application during this period. All registered
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firearms will remain registered, however, any Authorizations (to Carry or Transport) will

be suspended. Additionally, these individuals will not be authorized to acquire additional
firearms.

16: When will firearms licence renewals be sent?

A16: Individuals will continue to receive a renewal notice 90 days prior to the expiry of
their licence. A reminder notice will be sent to individuals who have not submitted a
licence renewal application two months prior to the end of the grace period.

Q17: What do the changes to Authorizations to Transport (ATT) mean?

A17: ATTs will be a condition attached to a firearms licence for certain routine and
lawful transportation purposes. These conditions include transportation:

= to and from all approved shooting clubs and shooting ranges within the province
of residence (if purpose is target practice);

to and from any place peace officers, firearms officers or chief firearms officers
are located for verification, registration or disposal;

fo and from businesses that hold a licence authorizing repairfappraisal;

to and from a gun show;

to purchase a firearm; and,

to and from a Canadian port of exit/entry.

All other transportation purposes will require the application and issuance of an ATT (as
per the current regime).

The conditions will be attached to the licence when the licensee:

s acquires their first restricted firearmn;
s requests their first ATT; or,
s« requests a replacement ATT.

The front of the licence card will indicate “Transportation Conditions are attached to this
Licence”. These transportation conditions will be available on the CFIS database and

visible to the enforcement community via the Canadian Firearms Registry Online
(CFRO).

18: Are existing paper ATTs still valid?
A18: Existing paper ATTs are still valid.



Q19: Since ATTs are now a condition of a licence, will individuals receive a new
licence card to reflect these changes? )

A19: Existing paper ATTs will remain valid until their expiry. Individuals may request to
be issued a new licence card with the ATT conditions attached.

Q20: Can an ATT that is “attached to” a firearms licence be revoked?

A20: Yes. CFOs are able to remove an ATT if circumstances result in the condition
being revoked while an individual's licence remains valid.

Q21: What is the import information sharing initiative?

A21: A licensed firearms business will be required to submit an application for
restricted or prohibited firearms that they intend to import. The Registrar of Firearms will
approve the application and produce a report (a “manifest”) for the business importing
those firearms. '

Once the imported shipment reaches the Canadian business, the business will verify
the firearms and submit a registration application to the Registrar.

Business Web Services (BWS) will be modified to allow for the electronic submission of
the importation application, as well as for the business to re-enter BWS upon receipt of
the firearms to complete the verification and registration portion of the application.
Additionally, the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) will be able to update the
firearms records when the firearms physically enter the Port of Entry.

Q22: How can data from the import information sharing initiative be accessed?

A22: The information sharing initiative will be available to businesses via BWS and the
CFP will not support a paper process. The initiative will allow CFP employees to access
data for pending applications within CFIS. It will also allow the law enforcement
community to access data within the CFRO for intended imported firearms, provided full
firearm descriptors are available.

Q23: What is mandatory safety training?

A23: Amendments to the Firearms Act and Criminal Code will make classroom
participation in the CFSC mandatory for first-time firearms licence applicants. Once the
course is completed, individuals will then have to pass the examination.

Q24: What is a first-time licence applicant?

A24: A first-time licence applicant means any individual who is applying for a firearms
licence and has never taken the CFSC course and passed the tests or challenged and
passed the CFSC tests.



Q25: If an individual has an expired POL., will they qualify for a PAL without
taking the mandatory safety training?

A25: No. Safety training requirements are only waived for individuals with a valid POL.

Q26: Can an individual challenge and pass the CFSC tests without taking the
course?

A26: Firearms licence applicants can no longer only challenge and pass the CFSC
tests without taking the course.

Q27: Will safety course results expire?
A27: No. The CFSC and CRFSC results never expire.

Q28: If an individual’s PAL expires, will they qualify for a PAL without having to
take the mandatory safety training?

A28: Yes.

Q29: Are there any changes to the course material and its administration?
A29: No.

Q30: Do Aboriginal persons have to take the mandatory safety training?

A30: This legislation has not changed the Aboriginal-specific regulations with respect to
firearms safety. For more information, please contact the Chief Firearms Officer of your
jurisdiction.

Q31: Who will administer mandatory safety training in isolated or Northern

communities?

A31: Northern communities face geographical challenges that make it difficult to deliver
firearms safety training. Regular Members (RMs) of the RCMP will offer the course in
remote communities. The CFP will coordinate the RM network of firearms safety training
delivery in Northern communities.

Q32: Will clients be notified directly about these legislative changes?

A32: The CFP will be informing clients and pariners of the legislative changes through
various channels, including the RCMP CFP website.





